somenae a ee (ao eee ee 


British Lutheran 


January — April 1985 


THY WILL BE DONE 


... the editor shares some thoughts 
on Christian giving 


These lines are not intended to give 
encouragement to the Christian who 
thinks he is doing well because he 
“gives in” to the will of God, when he 
puts on a show of humility and 
acquiesces to the experiences God 
sends. It is hoped the words follow- 
ing will challenge him and others to 
think seriously of the above title. 


The Lenten season of the Christian 
Church Year reminds us of Jesus in 
Gethsemane, praying to His heavenly 
Father about the suffering and death 
that He was to endure in the hours 
ahead. He pictured it as a cup He was 
to drink, and asking the Father 
whether it was possible that this cup 
be taken away, He stated categorically 
that not His will, but that of the Father, 
was to be done. 


Such was the attitude of Jesus at all 
times, ‘| must be in my Father's 
house” (Luke 2:49). ‘‘| must preach 
the good news of the Kingdom of 
God to other cities also; for! was sent 
for this purpose” (4:43). “| have a 
baptism to be baptized with; and 
how | am constrained until it is 
accomplished” (72:50). ‘‘We must 
work the works of him who sent me, 
while it is day; night comes, when no 
one can work” (John 9:4). ‘‘He must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised” 
(Matt. 16:27). 


For Jesus it was always an active 
thing, for He sought deliberately to 
do the will of His Father. For Him it 
was never a_ merely passive 
approach of the sort which reasoned: 
“If it has to be so, then | agree to it.” 
The Father had sent Him to ac- 
complish a specific task — to earn 
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forgiveness of sins for all people — 
and He was intent upon doing that, in 
the precise manner the Father 
wanted. That is why He taught in the 
Prayer of prayers that His followers 
should say “Thy Will Be Done.” In 
their lives there is also and always to 
be the sincere intention to will what 
the Father wills. 


One area in which actively agreeing 
to the will of the Father is Christian 
giving. Now before you throw up 
your hands in disgust and say that 
here comes a Sales pitch for digging 
deeper into pocket or: purse to 
support the Church, please hear me 
out. Although one need not apologise 
for talking about Christian giving (the 
Bible refers to this activity of the 
believer's life again and again), it 
must be emphasised that this can 
include much more than giving 
money, which so often seems to 
present a problem for individuals, 
and it can mean giving to other. 
causes in addition to the Christian 
Church. 


The premise | wish to enlarge upon is 
that if we find it difficult to give, it is 
probably due to the fact that we have > 
not yet properly learned to receive. 
The perverseness of human nature 
leads us to say No to God's gifts. 
Consider the following examples. 


1. As/children we may have parents 
who ‘actively seek our welfare in 
every way possible. They encourage 
us with words and actions, giving of 
their time and ability to help us with 
school-work that has been assigned 
by capable teachers who work dili-. 
gently in the time allotted to them to 
teach us the necessary facts and the 
understanding of these facts which 
are to benefit us in life. But what do” 
we do? Do we make use of the God- 
given opportunity (God-given as. 
explained by Martin Luther under the | 
Fourth Commandment where he 


shows that those placed over us in 
home and school are God's represen- 
tatives)? Is it not often the case that 
we permit other interests to get in the 
way of receiving the gifts God wishes 
us to have with respect to our 
education, and in that way refuse 
His gifts? 


2. A married couple expecting a 
child, when told following an exam- 
ination of the mother-to-be that the 
child will not be altogether normal at 
birth, decide that rather than taking a 
chance in facing problems that such 
a child would bring, an abortion is 
the answer. That decision, in addition 
to destroying a life they had no right 
to destroy (taking a life is God's 
prerogative, and His alone, for He 
gave it) meant that this man and 
woman said No to any and all 
blessings the loving God had in mind 
for them in connection with the 
expected child. 


3. Mr. and Mrs. Average Christian 
have the privilege to hear and read 
the Word of God in the language they 
readily understand. But do we use 
every opportunity to do so? With 
very few exceptions, is it not the case 
that we permit other activities (or 
inactivities) to be more important? If 
that is so, then we are saying No to 
the comforting and strengthening 
and guiding words that our gracious 
God wants us to receive. 


Unless and until we learn properly to 
receive from our gracious Father in 
heaven by recognising Him as the 
Giver, and willingly receive with 
gratitude the gifts He chooses to give 
us, we will find it difficult to enjoy 
Christian giving to the Church for its 
mission and education programme, 
to public charities, or any other 
worthwhile cause. In receiving from 
God’s hand we should pray ‘‘Thy Will 
Be Done.” 


Although not said in words such as 
those above, in the Small Catechism 
of 1529 the same emphasis is shown 
in the explanation of the Apostles’ 
Creed. Only after he had enumerated 
all the gifts the Creator has given and 
gives me, and had called attention to 
God’s defending me against all 
danger and protecting me from all 
evil did Martin Luther add: “for a// 
which it is my duty to thank and 
praise, to serve and obey Him.” 
Similarly, in the Second Article, only 
after stating clearly and precisely 
who Jesus Christ is, and what He has 
done for me, did the Reformer add: 
“that | may be His own, and live 
under Him in His kingdom, and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence and blessedness.” 

... to be continued. 


THESES ON PRINCIPLES AND 
PROCEDURES RELATING TO WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE IN THE CHURCH 


Upon the instructions of the Synods 
of 1979 and 1980, the Barnes Confer- 
ence (of ELCE pastors) gave many 
hours of its agenda to the subject of 
women voting at Synod and Budget 
Conference. Having kept the congre- 
gations informed of progress in their 
study, in February 1984 the pastors 


presented 23 theses for study in the 
congregations. At the September 
1984 Synod these theses were 
unanimously adopted by the del- 
egates present. The first 11 theses 
are published in this issue of the 
British Lutheran; the remaining 12. 
are to follow in the next issue. 
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FORMAL PRINCIPLE 

Thesis One: The Church's confession 
and practice, on this issue as on any 
other, must be determined by sacred 
Scripture, not by the world’s philos- 
ophies, or by practical considerations 
divorced from Scripture. (John 8:37) 


Thesis Two: Since the life of every 

Christian is to be characterized by 

obedience and submission 

(every man to God — Rom.8:7, 10:3, 

James 4:7 

all things to Christ — 7 Cor. 15:27-28, 

Phil.3:21, Heb.2:5,8 

all Christians to governmental auth- 

ority — Rom.13:1, Titus 3:1, 1 Peter 

2:13-14 

wives to husbands — Fph.5:22-24, 

Col.3:18, Titus 2:4-5, 1 Peter 3:1-6 

Christian women within the Church 
1 Cor. 14:34-35, 1 Tim.2:11-14 

all believers to one another — 

Fph.5:27 

all Christians to spiritual leaders — 

Heb.13:17, 1 Cor.16:15-16 

servants to masters — 7 Peter 2:78, 

Eph.6:5 

children 

Eph.6:17), 

any demand within the Body of 

Christ for ‘rights’ is inappropriate. 


to parents — Col.3:20, 


Thesis Three: We furthermore reject 
any idea or appeal which either 
explicitly or implicity contradicts the 
Scriptural doctrine of God's Order of 
Creation or confuses that law and 
God's Order of Redemption (e.g. by 


appealing to Ga/.3:26-28 in an 
attempt to set aside the teaching of 
Gen.1-3, 1 Cor.11:7-12, 14:34-35, 
7 Tim.2:11-15). 

MATERIAL PRINCIPLE 

GOD’S ORDER 


(Creation and Redemption) 


Thesis Four: We confess the unity of 
all believers in Christ as equal 
members of His Body, of which He is 
the Head, that, as far as salvation is 
concerned (Order of Redemption), 
husband and wife (men and women) 
are one in Christ (Ga/.3:26-29), and 
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joint heirs of the grace of life (7 Peter 
3:7), and are bound together in a_ 
unity of marriage like the unity of 
Christ and His Church (Eph.5), the — 
wife subjecting herself to the husband 
as the Church subjects itself to Christ, 
and the husband loving the wife 
sacrificially as Christ loves the Church. 


Thesis Five: We teach and confess 
that, as far as His ordering of the 
world (already before the Fall) is 
concerned (Order of Creation), God 
has, inhuman relationships, ordained — 
that man is the head of woman as — 
Christ is the Head of the Church and — 
God is the Head of Christ (Gen.2:78-_ 
24,'3:16, 7. Contt:2-16): 


Thesis Six: Since this headship is 
part of God's created order, it has 
implications both beyond the re- 
lationship of husband and wife ~ 
(1 Tim:2:12-14) and beyond the con- — 
text of the Church (Gen.2:23, 7 Cor. — 
71:171-12). However, the present — 
topic is concerned with relationships — 
within the Church. Accordingly we | 
affirm that this headship of man, a — 
part of the subjection of all things to | 
God (7 Cor.11:12), is not to be 
obliterated or violated, but main- | 
tained in the Church (Eph.5:22-25, — 
Col.3:18 1 Tim.2:11-12, 1 Peters 
Sit 6). 


Thesis Seven: What is said of male ~ 
and female in the context of the 
Order of Redemption is not to be 
understood as cancelling the Order 
of Creation. Human society since the 
Fall reflects the disruption and distor- 
tion of the order of Creation that was 
brought about by the Fall (Gen.6:5, 
Rom.§:12,8:20-23, Eph.4:22). This 
disruption and distortion has been 
remedied by Christ's Redemption 
(Rom.5:12-21, 2 Cor.5:17, Col 3sf0) 
This remedy is partially manifest in— 
the redeemed (Eph.4:22-24, Rom. 
8:18-25), but it will be fully manifest | 
only in heaven (Matt.73:43, Rom. 
8:18-25, (Rev.21;1). Therefore, far | 
from annulling the Order of Creation, | 
the Order of Redemption sanctifies | 
and exalts it (&ph.5:21-6:9).' For | 


example, men and women under 
Christ perform their respective roles 
of headship and subjection without 
any suggestion of selfishness 
(Eph.5:21-33).? 


THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL 
BELIEVERS AND THE OFFICE OF 
THE PUBLIC MINISTRY 


Thesis Eight: We affirm the scrip- 
tural teaching (7 Peter 2:5,9, 10) of the 
universal priesthood of all believers. 
It should be noted that this includes 
all the baptised, men, women and 
children. Our Church fathers have 
called these believers ‘theologians’.? 
They have been given the responsi- 
bility to judge all doctrine.4 According 
to 7 Peter 3:5, Co/.3:76, etc., it is the 
duty of the Christians in general to 
teach and profess the Christian faith 
and religion. 


Thesis Nine: On the other hand, the 
office of the public ministry in the 
Church is distinct from the universal 
priesthood of all believers, and is not 
derived from it (7 Cor. 12:27-30). This 
office has been instituted by God 
(Acts 20:28). \t is grounded in the 
ministry of Christ, continues the 
ministry of the apostles, and carries 
with it all the functions of the Church's 
mission (Acts 1:1-2, 1 Cor.4:7, 
2 Cor.5:20, Eph.4:10-12). 


Thesis Ten: To this office of the 
public ministry has been entrusted 
the ministry of Word and Sacrament 
and the public administration of the 
Office of the Keys. The Augsburg 
Confession, Article XIV asserts that 
‘nobody should publicly teach or 
preach or administer the sacraments 
in the Church without a regular call.° 
‘Publicly’ does not mean the same 
thing as ‘in public’. The public exer- 
cise of the Office of the Keys may take 
place in private (e.g. 2 Sam. 12:73). 


The public exercise of the Office of 
the Keys implies that the person 
involved is acting in the name of and 
on behalf of Christ and His Church. 
Such a person should be an officially 


authorised (ordained) representative, 
not only of the local congregation, 
but also of Christ and His universal 
Church. He is therefore accountable, 
not only to the local congregation, 
but also to Christ and to the whole 
Church for the way in which he exer- 
cises his office. Therefore, ‘functions 
that are essentially exercises of the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament 
should be performed by those who 
hold the office of the public ministry. 
Thus preaching in the worship ser- 
vice, leading in public prayer, 
celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Altar, baptisms, wedding and funeral 
services should be carried out by 
those who hold the office of the 
public ministry.’® 


Thesis Eleven: A distinction must be 
made between ‘office’ and ‘function.’ 
This distinction is apparent in our 
congregations, where lay people in 
normal circumstances carry out 
some functions of the office of the 
ministry when they assist the pastor 
in his exercise of this office by serving 
as Sunday School teachers, elders, 
lay evangelists, lay readers, etc., 
without assuming the office itself. 
There are various types of authority 
involved in these examples, and 
distinctions are, therefore, observed 
regarding what functions may be 
delegated and to whom they may be 
delegated. 


In the delegation of these functions, 
care must be taken that the teaching 
authority of the office of the ministry 
is not compromised (see thesis ten), 
and that the headship of men is not 
violated (see thesis six). 


In exceptional circumstances or in 
emergencies, when a congregation 
is temporarily without a regularly 
called man to fill the office of the 
public ministry in its midst, it may 
properly ask a lay leader to perform 
some functions of the office of the 
public ministry. The extent to which 
such a lay person may be asked to | 
perform such functions depends on 
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the degree of the emergency or the 
exception. For example: 
1. In urgent cases in the absence 
of a pastor, any Christian may 
administer Holy Baptism; 
2. When a congregation is without 
a pastor, it may ensure the con- 
tinued proclamation of the Word of 
God in its midst by authorising a 
competent lay man (or even in the 
case of a congregation consisting 
only of women and children, a lay 
woman) to exercise this function in 
its midst. 
3. When a congregation is unable 
to secure the ministrations of a 
pastor, the traditional practice of 
the Church is that the congregation 
abstain from the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Altar. 
Of course, such exercise by a lay 
person of functions of the office of 
the public ministry should occur only 
if it will not be possible to secure the 
ministrations of a pastor. Any regular 
exercise of functions of the office of 
the public ministry by lay persons 
should be properly supervised by a 
pastor. 


Footnotes: 

1. (thesis seven) Supporting quotations: 
‘The Gospel (Redemption) does not 
contradict natural law (Creation) but 
confirms it as God's order and creation.’ 
(M. Luther, WA 50, 633. 20ff.; also in 
G.G. Blum, “The Office of Women in the 
New Testament,’’ Michael Bruce & GE. 
Duffield, eds., R.T. Beckwith, ed. revised 
& augmented edition, Why Not? Priest- 
hood & the Ministry of Women, Apple- 
ford, Abingdon, Berkshire: Marcham 
Manor Press, 1976, page 71. 


2. (thesis seven) Relation of the Orders: 


‘The oneness of male and female in 
Christ (Gal.3:28) does not obliterate the 
distinction given in creation’ (C.K. 
Barrett, Commentary on 1 Cor.p.251). 


3. (thesis eight) Luther, on the centurion at 


Capernaum, St. Louis edition of Luther's 
Works, XII, 1185; cf. Pieper, Christian 
Dogmatics, |, 42-3, item 3. 


4. (thesis eight) Luther, on Rom.12:7, St. 


Louis edition of Luther's Works, XII 335. 


5. (thesis ten) Tappert, 36; BELK — Die 


Bekenntnisschriften der Evangelisch- 
Lutherischen Kirche, 2nd ed., Goet- 
tingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1952, 
page 69. 


6. (thesis ten) This quotation is from 


LCMS Commission on Theology and 
Church Relations, ‘The Ministry, 
Offices, Procedures and Nomenclature’, 
Sept. 1981, 35. 


FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


St. Davids, Cardiff 

Thanks to the dear Lord Jesus Christ 
for His blessings upon the people at 
St. Davids near the river -Taff are in 
order... Despite considerable re- 
verses, the £10,000 annual budget 
has again been met... all members 
are in full employment (those in 
retirement obviously excepted)... 
worship services maintained even 
during severe winter blizzards... a 
record number of weddings have 
taken place during the past year, and 
more are scheduled...the nursery is 
over-subscribed and is now meeting 
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two afternoons per week as well as 
five mornings... prayers are invited 
for the reclamation of a number of 
people loosely connected to the con- 
gregation for positive commitment 
towards membership. 


St. Timothys, Sunderland 

Congregation hosts Barnes Confer- 
ence in November... congregation 
now enrolled in the ‘Share Christ 
Ministry” of the International 
Lutheran Laymen’s League project, 
to begin June ‘85... since October 
Holy Communion is celebrated the 


| 
| 
| 
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first and third Sundays of each 
month ...pancake supper on Shrove 
Tuesday attracts a goodly number of 
members and friends when the 
pastor was chief frier (or could that 
be friar?)... mid-week Lenten ob- 
servance in the form of a Bible Study 
held Wednesday evenings. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 

Scottish Lutherans gain opportunity 
to receive the Lord’s Supper weekly 
as an evening celebration of the 
Sacrament is added to the schedule 
of services in East Kilbridge on a 
fortnightly basis to supplement the 
fortnightly morning Eucharists... 
Christmas liturgies were assisted by 
Missouri Synod seminarian Paul 
Naumann (local pastor’s brother) 
who took a break from his S.T.M. 
studies at Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, for a brief trip to Scotland... 
Saturday night “open house’ for 
neighbourhood youth continues to 
have an appeal, giving a clean place 
to meet between 8.30 and11p.m.... 
A third Bible Study is added to the 
weekly agenda providing additional 
opportunities for Christian growth. 


St. Andrews/Allhallows 

Ruislip and Sunbury-on-Thames 

At St. Andrews, in a year when 
Evangelism has been the main 
thrust, energies and resources have 
been diverted by heavy expenditures 
on the fabric of the church building, 
including re-decking and re-roofing 
the church and hall roofs, replacing 
the high-level hall windows, and re- 
surfacing the car park, total costs 
exceeding £14,000 (still outstanding 
is re-roofing the lower levels and 
replacement of further defective 
windows)... thanks to the Lord that 
no loans were necessary to cover 
these expenditures, and that the 
£5,000 target for Home Missions was 
also met. ..a witness workshop with 
a difference was held on Sunday 17 
February, beginning with pot-luck 


lunch, followed by three short ses- 
sions involving members in witness- 
ing by the use of tracts and leaflets, 
incorporating the demonstrations of 
tracts for our new Track Rack... in 
both congregations an adult instruc- 
tion class now runs alongside the 
Dialogue Evangelism programmes, 
“booking” four nights each week for 
the Pastor... home Bible Study 
classes in each congregation are led 
by Elders except during Lent... at 
Allhallows a new-look ‘‘Adventurers 
Club” (formerly the Boys & Girls 
Club) has brought a good number of 
new members to Sunday School... 
the Elders have appealed to all 
boards and committees to build up 
the ‘“‘caring/sharing’” ministry at 
Allhallows, as part of the general 
follow-up to Dialogue Evangelism, 
and to encourage a wider involve- 
ment and reaching into the com- 
munity... the Ministry of Elders has 
also been implemented, in which 
each Elder assumes responsibility 
for a number of members, to try to 
improve the “‘in-reach”’ to members. 


Christ Church, Petts Wood 
With God's blessing the members of 
the congregation were enabled to 
keep to their 20-year Repayment 
Schedule on the church building and 
make their final CEF Loan Repayment 
in January 1985... a special Cel- 
ebration Social is planned for 
Saturday evening, 27 April, and a 
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday 28 
April... “Saturday Breakaway’ is 
held on the first Saturday of each 
month, from 2 to 4 p.m., as a follow- 
up to the Holiday Bible School, to 
maintain repeated contact and a con- 
tinuing programme for the children 
who came to the HBS during the 
Autumn half-term holiday week and 
for the children of Sunday School, 
who are encouraged to bring a 
friend... for the mid-week Lenten 
Services, Pastor Rakow and Student 
Pastor Fry are preaching alternately a 
series of sermons on the text of 
Christ's High Priestly Prayer, John 17. 
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Luther-Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town and Borehamwood 
“Family ‘85, a comprehensive out- 
reach endeavour is launched at St. 
Pauls... plans for improvements of 
the church building are also in 
hand...congregation finds problems 
with letting of vacant parsonage... 
adult Confirmation Class nears con- 
clusion... children enjoy producing a 
video of the Christmas story, and 
now await oscar nominations... at 
Luther-Tyndale children’s Christmas 
presentation portrays the celebration 
of Christ's birthin various cultures... 
Divine Service Il is used in mid-week 
Lenten Services, focussing on the 
theme of “Confession and Absol- 
ution ...student Graham Jenks takes 
increasing responsibility in pastoral 
work in both congregations. 


Holy Trinity, Tottenham 

Five new members welcomed on 
their Confirmation 3rd March: 
Rodney Gopaul, Sandra Gopaul, 
Terence Ishmael, Andrew’ and 
Sharon Jairam... Pastor Rakow, 
ELCE Chairman, visits congregation 
at the request of the Ladies Guild to 
give an illustrated talk about his visit 
to Nigeria to attend the ILC. 


Immanuel, Liverpool 

Congregation hosts Barnes Confer- 
ence in February, the first in Liverpool 
since January 1975... An evening of 
Bach music held 23 March to take 
note of 300th anniversary of the birth 
of the Lutheran organist and choir- 
master 21 March 1685. Harpsichord 
and flute were played by Mr. and 
Mrs. David Francis. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
1st February 1984 to 31st January 1985 


1984 

Congregation Loans Donations Totals Target 
Kentish Town £ 1,401 £2,935 £ 4,336 £ 2,000 
Tottenham 568 £70 638 650 
Ruislip 2.869 110 2,979 2,800 
Sunderland 654 72 726 700 
Petts Wood 1,938 TRY 2,013 1,800 
Borehamwood 214 36 250 500 
Cardiff 586 — 586 700 
Cambridge 1,589 64 1,653 1,300 
Harlow 1,277 19 1,296 1,000 
Plymouth 623 84 707 750 
East Kilbride 98 80 178 300 
Coventry 53 ss 53 150 
Liverpool 831 33 864 1,000 
Sheffield 652 = 652 750 
Sunbury 681 31 712 1,000 
Fareham 1,054 18 1,072 750 
Polish 236 _ 236 = 
Others 568 17 585 — 
£15,892 £16,150 


£3,644 £19,536 


News from our Churches 


GREAT COMMISSION 
CONVOCATION °84 

In a special seven-page report in LINK, 
the monthly publication in duplicated 
form for ELCE congregations, The 
Revd. Alan Smith, editor, wrote in the 
Opening paragraph: 

“Seven members of the ELCE were 
able to take part in the Great Commis- 
sion Convocation °84 held in St. Louis, 
Missouri, U.S.A. from 25th October to 
28th October 1984. Some of the group 
received financial assistance, others 
went solely out of their own resources. 
Registration fees were waived for all of 
the group, and all were also accommo- 
dated freely and lovingly by members of 
the local LC-MS congregations in and 
around St. Louis. Practical help was 
provided by other members of the 
ELCE by their offering to look after the 
children left behind in the U.K. The 
seven participants wish to express their 
sincere gratitude to all concerned, and 
we pray that the knowledge gained at 
the Convocation may be used to the 
glory of God and the benefit of the 
ELCE.” (Attending the Convocation 
from the ELCE were Pastor and Mrs. 
John Fraser, Mr. and Mrs. Graham 
Jenks, Mr. Peter Kerley, Pastor and 
Mrs. Alan Smith). 


INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN 
CONFERENCE (ILC) 


The Eleventh Consultation of the ILC 
was held at the Seminary of the Lutheran 
Church of Nigeria at Obot Idim, 2-11 
November 1984. 


The Revd. Arnold Rakow represented 
the ELCE at this meeting of Church 
Presidents of 25 Confessional Lutheran 
Churches in 23 different countries: 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
Central America, Denmark, France, 
East Germany, West Germany, Ghana, 
Great Britain, Hong Kong, India, Japan, 
Korea, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, 
The Philippines, The U.S.A., and 
Venezuela, plus two official guests: 


Finland and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod (U.S.A.). Four members were 
absent: the Polish Lutheran Church in 
Exile, South Africa, Mexico and Taiwan. 


Character of the ILC 

In today’s ecumenical climate where 
doctrinal differences are not seen as 
divisive of fellowship by many Churches, 
the Churches of the ILC believe and 
confess that only when God’s Word and 
the Sacraments are employed as the 
Scriptures teach them, shall the true 
unity and extension of the Christian 
Church be served. The one holy Church 
stands under the Scriptures and is con- 
stituted by and is committed to the pure 
teaching of the Gospel and a right 
administration of the Sacraments. This 
concern for the Gospel is at the same 
time a concern for the world-wide 
mission of the Church. 


Theme of this Conference 
Under the theme “The Sacraments in 
the Life of the Church” the participants 
in the eleventh meeting of the ILC dis- 
cussed current issues related to the 
character and mission of the Christian 
Church in today’s world. The vital 
relationship between Biblical Teaching 
and Christian Mission is a common 
concern of all the Lutheran Churches of 
the ILC. The denial or falsification of 
any article of faith is regarded as a 
serious injury to the preaching and 
understanding of the Gospel and ulti- 
mately damaging to the mission of 
the Church. 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were 
affirmed as true presentations of the 
Gospel, means of grace wherein God 
calls individuals to repentance and faith 
in Jesus Christ. The Lord Himself 
approaches man in the elements of the 
Sacraments with His Word of promise. 
The means of grace, God’s Word and 
the Sacraments, are essential to the 
Church and its mission, for they are the 
proclamation of the Gospel. They 
extend God’s gift of life and salvation to 
mankind. 
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Fellowship with the LCN 

The hosting arrangements made by the 
Lutheran Church of Nigeria gave par- 
ticipants of the ILC a wonderful 
opportunity for fellowship with the LCN. 
On the Saturday and Sunday before the 
Conference, arrangements were made 
for the delegates in small groups to visit 
and worship with various congregations 
of the LCN. It was a special thrill for 
Pastor Rakow to visit the Bokyi area in 
Ogoja Province, about a four-hour drive 
north of Obot Idim, where his sister and 
brother-in-law, Paul and Ruby Bruns, 
have been doing mission work and 
translating the Bible into the local Boky1 
language for the past 20 years. 

On the Saturday and Sunday after the 
Conference, the ILC members were 
guests at a special Synod of the LCN, 
attended by about 4,000 people for two 
days of Synod Essays, Bible Study and 


Worship. It was most edifying and 
inspirational, both weekends, to take 
part in the Worship Services, lasting 


between 2 and 3 hours each, with the 
sermon in the local language and 
repeated in English, the great Lutheran 
Chorales and Liturgy from The Lutheran 
Hymnal sung to the accompaniment of 
percussion instruments, and the offer- 
ings, sometimes two or even three times 
in one Service, being brought to the 
front of the Church by all the worship- 
pers in rhythmical procession singing 
Gospel Choruses. 

Finally there was a spare day at the end 
before the return flight, which gave 
Pastor Rakow the opportunity to visit 
Immanuel Lutheran Hospital at Eket, 
where Mr. Inyang (whom you may 
remember from the time he was studying 


in London) is the hospital administrator, 
and to learn of the wonderful work done 
by this hospital and the great reputation 
it has in Nigeria, and to learn of the 
great difficulties it now faces in the 
present economic climate. 


Mr. and Mrs. Inyang. 


Next ILC in 1987 

Elected to the Continuation Committee 
to plan for the Twelfth Consultation of 
the ILC to be held in West Germany in 
1987 were: The Revd. Johannes Gedrat, 
Brazil, Chairman; The Revd. Nelson 
Unwene, Nigeria, Vice-Chairman; The 
Revd. Roy Holm, Canada, Secretary; 
and the Presidents of the Lutheran 
Churches of Korea, The Philippines, 
and West Germany, as the other three 
members of the Committee. (Report by 
A. E. Rakow) 


SYNOD 


To be held at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, Cambridge, on Friday and 
Saturday, 20-21 September, the 1985 
Synod is to concern itself, for the third 
successive year, with the Means of 
Grace. /The essay and sermons are to 
deal with the Sacrament of the Altar, 
the Lord’s Supper. 


~MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God 


and in loving memory of Miss Charlotte Lawton, from Mr. and Mrs. Otto Dorn and 


Mr. M. Jacobsen, to the Church Extension Fund £22.47 (total to date £1,825.46). 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. H. George, from Mr. and Mrs. L. Dickens, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Lutz, Mrs. Emma Dyck, and the members of Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church, to the Church 


Extension Fund £692.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. L. 


Extension Fund, £5.00. 


Hennig, from Mrs. Ida Pearce, to the Church 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of E. M. Deacon, from Mrs. J. Tarr, to the Church Extension 


Fund £2.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Arthur Battenburg, from Mrs. E. Pike, to the Church 


Extension Fund £10.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving. memory of Mary McWilliam, from Redeemer Lutheran Church, 


Harlow, to the Church Extension Fund £5.0¢ 


To the glory of God and in loving memory fe Mr. Jack Langdon, from Mrs. D. Langdon, Miss M. 
Gutbrod, and Mrs. P. Thoelke, to the Church Extension Fund £105.00. 


The Word for 
the World 


Psalm 19:4 Their line is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the end of 
the world.” 

he Psalmist is here extolling the glory 

and majesty of God as revealed in the 
realm of nature. “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork” he exclaims in the opening verse 
of the psalm. All creation testifies to the fact 
that there is a God, that He is strong, and that 
He is good. 

With this overwhelming and universal 
testimony, only “the fool hath said in his 
heart, There is no God.” With such testimony 
before our eyes and within our conscience, St. 
Paul demonstrates that no man has an excuse 
to live without the consciousness of God or 
without a sense of obligation toward Him. 

But we have a more sure Word than even 
the testimony of nature. In Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, the eternal Word became flesh. In 
Him we have God's revelation; in Him we 
learn God’s will; through Him we receive 
God’s grace. 

He, who is the living Word, left us His 
message in Holy Scripture, which is to be 
preached and taught and read and translated 
into Christian life. 

That Word is not meant for a select few. 
That Word is meant for the world. Thus St. 
Paul, in citing the prophecy of our text in his 
stirring tenth chapter of Romans, declares 
that the Word of the Gospel has gone forth 
into all the earth and its words “unto the ends 
of the world.” 

The world-wide mission of the church and 
the universal preaching of the Gospel began 
its thrilling course on the Day of Pentecost. 
On that day, when the disciples were gathered 
in a room at Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit came 
upon them in cloven tongues like fire, and 
they felt His presence like that of a rushing, 
mighty wind. Through Him they received the 
power to proclaim the Word to the assembled 
throngs in Jerusalem, and by His grace some 
3,000 were baptized. 

The mighty work begun on Pentecost has 
continued till this day. The Word has 
Overcome every obstacle, survived every 
peril, conquered every foe. For it is the Word 
of the living God. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but His Word endures forever. 


MAY 22, 1956 THOMAS COATES 
from Lutheran Witness 


What’s the 
Answer? 


Question: What is the meaning of the 
“thousand years” in Revelation 20? 


Answer: Inasmuch As there are other terms 
in this vision of St. John which must be taken 
in a figurative sense (key, pit, chain, angel’s 
hands, binding, dragon, seal), the term ‘tone 
thousand years” is also not to be taken as one 
thousand calendar years of 365 days each, but 
as a long period of time, of whose beginning 
and end we are left in ignorance. Following 
this period, after a brief interlude of satanic 
violence (vv.7,8), Judgement Day will come. 
Any and every effort to fix the beginning and 
end of the “one thousand years” will end in 
failure (Mark 13:32). 

The most satisfactory way of understanding 
the term is that it represents the whole New 
Testament era, in which Satan is bound 
through the preaching of the Gospel, but will 
be loosed in all his fury for a short period just 
before the end of the world, as Christ aptly 
describes it in Matthew 24 and 25 and parallel 
passages. Our chief concern in the study of 
this chapter must be to watch and pray against 
the evil day and be ready to meet the 
coming Lord. 


November 20, 1956 
from Lutheran Witness 


11 


BRITISH 
LUTHERAN 


Vol. 30 No. 1 
January-April 1985 


Published by the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England 


110 Warwick Way 
London SW1V 1SD 


Editor: 


The Rev. M. Brammeier 


Cover photo: 

With The Revd. 

A. E. Rakow in 
Nigeria, on his left, 
Chief Alpha Ekekeula, 
Deputy Director of 
Programmes, Imo 


Broadcasting Service; 


on his right, the 
Chief's colleague, a 
school teacher. 


Church Extension Fund 


The figures under this heading (inside 
make interesting reading and give reaso 
for gratitude. The overall 1984 target wa 
exceeded. Nearly 20 pence of ever 
pound invested was a gift to the Func 
and this means that the £3,644 when use 
for building churches and parsonages 
will eventually come back to the Func 
This is not to suggest that the loans ‘I 
unimportant; they are very importan 
because the Church can use these to wo 
with during the time they are left in th 
Fund by those who made the loan: 
Thanks to the Church Extension Fun 
each of our congregations has a buildi 
for its worship and other activities, as w 
as a parsonage for the pastor. It is go 
also to see the Memorial Wreaths giv 
to CEF. The British Lutheran hopes th 
members of the Church Extension Fu 
Committee will be heartened by the 
figures, and will actively continue to ke 
the CEF before members of the Church. 


Printed by Duolith Ltd., Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, Engla: | 


